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this page: A converted breakfast
room now serves as an extension
to the home's entry. The
windows were added and the
room painted high-gloss white,
with original walnut French
parquet floors underfoot. The
pendant is by Vaughan Designs,
and the table is coveredinan lan
Mankin checkered fabric with
Samuel & Sons trim. The cabinets
on either side house homeowner
Courtney Petit's linens, sliver,
and china, of which she
estimates she has around 20
Inherited and accumulated sets.
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opposite page: Th

only the third nwneer:;‘:: o
circa-1936 home, which Wm
designed by architect Geoars
Marble. Upon purchasing |t
20}\‘8. the new owners'
enhancements to

included overhauht:; o
landscaping, adding a
Chicago-style brick drivew,
and painting the home white.
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DOUBLES
DOWN ON
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" HITS OF HER
" CHILDHOOD:

TEXTILES,
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- HAND-ME-
'DOWNS, AND

toxt by LAURA KOSTELNY
photography by NATHAN SCHRODER
landscape design by BRIAN SWALLEN DESIGN
Intarlor design by SHELLEY JOHNSTONE DESIGN
styling by JENNY O'CONNOR

florals by HAILE WOSSEN



this page:
The living room drapes
previously hung in the
penthouse suite of the
historic Stoneleigh
Hotel, which the
home's previous
owners owned
Courtney loved them
somuch that she and
designer Shelley
Johnstone designed
the entire room around
them The walls were
coated in Benjamin
Moore's “Feather
Down," a
complementary
yellowish white. The
demilune was
purchased through
Sotheby’s

opposite page:

The Petits kept the

original front door and

ironwork, painting the

stairs (black on top,

high-gloss white on the

risers) and

commissioning a

custom bench in green

Schumacher velvet to

fit within the intricate

millwork. “It was a

tough space,” recalls

Courtney, who used

the Casino Club in their

native Chicago as

inspiration. “I wanted it |
to feel like old-world L
Chicago.

—thanks in large part to what House Beautiful calls the “Grand-
millennials"—Courtney Petit comes by her love for old-school de-
cor naturally. She grew up surrounded by her mother’s antiques,
her grandmother’s silver, and yards and yards of traditional tex-
tiles. “That was my upbringing—lots of vibrant colors and bright,
cheerful chintzes—all packed in a structurally sound home,” she |
‘It shaped my aesthetic.”

So it makes sense that when Courtney and her husband, Charlie,
relocated to Highland Park from Chicago, they avoided the neigh-
borhood’s modern manses and opted to transform some “tear-
downs” instead. Yep, that’s plural. In fact, the Petits had just com-
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ighter Elizaand five friends virtual
sourced through designer Shelley

ghs Courtney, who enclosed it, added a cement

ndVintage chairs complete the space, with Courtney's late
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added by the

Johnstone. The tortoise-shell coffee table was painted by Barry A. Martin, the rug is Sta

fioor, and painted everything in Benjamin Moore’s White Dove. AJulie Neill chandeller, S
learning coop last year. opposite page: A custom Gracie wallpaper panel takes cente;

mother’s collection of blue and white vessels used to house plants. This room, Courtney

this page: The solarium was formerly a g
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this page: Located under the
stairs, the powder bath is
wrapped in a blue-and-white
Schumacher chinoiserie
wallpaper, reminiscent of
Courtney's late mother's
collection of ginger jars, and
accented with complementary
window treatments and a sink
skirt—alsoin Schumacher.

opposite page: Schumacher
velvet lines the walls of the.
dining room, accentuated by
drapes in Lisa Fine Textiles.a
taffeta balloon shade in
Brunschwig & Fils, and chairs
covered in Peter Dunham
Textiles. A photograph of the
Maidstone Clubin East
Hampton gives contrast. *It's
sucha traditional room,”
Courtney says. “It neededa
pop of fun”
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READY, ST,
REPURPOSI,

There'sn

yourself with thin
happy. Courtne!
to

MAKE
IT WORK.
Courtney's mother
collected blue-and-
white ceramics—a
passion that she
didn't pass down
to her daughter. So
rather than simply
put them on a shelf,
Courtney decided to
transform the deco-
rative vases into ves=
sels for plants. “My

SHOP
THE 'GRAM.
While the sofa in
the sunroom was
nothing special (“It
was my mother’s—
probably old Crate
& Barrel”), Courtney
thought it worth
saving. She had it
rebuilt, restuffed,
and re-covered in
vintage fabric that,
she says, “l got for

o time like the present to surround
as from the past that make v

y Petit’s got some thoughts on h¢ i
turn the old into gold

POUR ON

THE PAINT,
The quickest way t
modernize a boring
piece is with paint
In the dining r
Courtney’s de
advised painting
the antique chairs

a shiny white
same high-g|
Benjamin M.

PM-2 shade as the

trim and walls “She

mother had somany ~ maybe $80 on Ins- told me it would
pleces that | didn't tagram. It reminded make the room
necessarily want to me of something we fresher, and she was
display everywhere,” had growing up.” right,” says Court

she says. “Once | ney. (/f you're less tha,

saw all the light in handy with a br

the solarium, | real- she recomm

ized it was the per- A Martin (

fect spot for them” painting com)

>> (ONTINUED FROMPAGE 41

pleted a renovation of their second home—a craftsman on Beverly
Drive—when Courtney went for a walk and came upon her kryp-
tonite: an “open house” sign. T thought, Why not go in?"” she says
with a laugh. The minute she stepped inside the circa-1936 Cou n-
try-French beauty designed by Dallas architect George Marble, it
was all but a done deal. “I could see why people might be turned
off. It was owned by the same family for more than 60 years, so it
was dated,” she says. “But for me, it was beyond striking. All I could
see was the Fortuny fabric and opportunity”

Lucky for Courtney, Charlie was more than ready to team up for
another reno. “We're both in commercial real estate, so that could
help explain it. He loves the hard part of a project—the designing
and executing the architectural plans,” she says. “He's a corporate
gxecutive, but thisisamanwho loves working with a crew.” And so
it was decided—the Petits (including daughters Victoria and Eliza
pulled up stakes, headed four blocks south, and started yet another
extreme makeover. q

As Charlie led the charge to update and expand the kitchen, tea!
down somewalls, bring the bedrooms and bathrooms into the 215t
century, and put in a new pool and pool house, Courtney began
the hunt for just the right landscaper, “I was in Ceylon et Cie, and
I h]aPPeﬂed to mention I needed someone. Michelle Nussbaum
er looked up, pointed at a man, and said, ‘That’s your guy, sas

& CONTINUED ONPAGE48>>
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this page: A new pool and pool house were added as part of the 18-month renovation. Above the Kravet drapes, the Greek key valance was designed to match the
Greek key tile in the pool—the brainchild of landscape designer Brian Swall pay. ge to Courtney’s Greek v, BRRE [ roor was once

patio th, P owners enclosed touse as a family room Paris hotels, Courtney the brick floor, topping
It with a sisal rug. A Slim Aarons tennis-themed piece—a nod to daughter Victoria (pictured opposite), who plays—hangs above a vintage pine desk that belonged to
Courtney’s father. The sofa was Courtney’s mother’s that was recovered in vintage fabric Courtney sourced Inexpensively on Instagram.
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thispage (fromleft):Daughter Victoria'sbedroomisa more-is-more
dream, with Schumacher fabric covering the bed, valance.and walls.
Serena & Lily bar carts serve as nightstands. Off the owner's suite, a
spare bedroom was converted into a dressing room, inspired by the:
Le Bristol Paris Hotel, complete with custom mirrored closets. “|
didn't want to see my clothes—they get dusty and dirty when they’re
out in the open,” Courtney says.

h

‘ssuite,daughter b
that belonged to Courtney’s mother. The same Pierre Frey fabrics
usedin g over h
The high cellings called for a massive light fixture, which Courtney
found at the Genesis Thrift Store. “It's hard to find a big light that
doesn't feel like you're ina hotel lobby,” she says. “This one was only:

01" Th

Courtney. Brian Swallen proved to be the right fit from the very
first visit, when he opined that the blue tile selected for the pool
looked like it belonged ata Motel 6. “He's all 90-degree angles and
clean lines. He absol transformed the space,” says Courtney.
As the construction ¢ @ was coming together, Courtney be-
gan contemplating w] with the blank canvas inside. As al-
i rating, her mother, Lanie, knew best.
Lake Forest, Illinois-based designer
ohnstone Design. It wasn't long be-
in working together—texting daily
York City on occasion—to combine
T .‘;,\ng‘Caurm:ey's past along with pres-
lley taught me how to make a home flow:
yand decorate based on what a house
ﬁoldfF!ﬂ!dl house, so she said, ‘Let’s not

Is Stark, the b lamps and ct
were sourced at the Lamp Shoppe, and the pink fabric on the bench
and pillows are lan Mankin (with Samuel & Sons trim on the piliows.)

48

= her. late mother’s aesthetic has been
dﬁ'@:‘ ows of quarantine. “Would we
erknow. But I don't know where I would find
€ments again," muses Courtney. “Back W hen 1
fought against my mother’s taste. But noW
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