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CONNECTED
APPROACH

A COUPLE MAKES A NORTH SHORE HOME THEIR OWN WITH AN
EXTENSIVE RENOVATION AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY SPACES THAT
EXTEND THE INDOORS TO THE OUTSIDE.

WRITTEN BY ELAINE MARKOUTSAS / PHOTOGRAPHY BY CYNTHIA LYNN
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ﬁ or designer Shelley Johnstone Paschke,
updating a classic home in Chicago’s North
Shore for a couple with two children was right
in line with her design style. Known for her
L. European-influenced interiors with a modern
twist, Paschke understood how to turn the white-brick,
French Provincial-style abode into an inviting space layered
with rich materials and a mix of elements. “The home was a
bit casual, which the clients and | both loved,” says Paschke.
“But we also wanted it to be more elegant while still
keeping it comfortable.” Indeed, the house—originally built
in 1939 by architect Jerome Robert Cerny—had good bones
and the appeal of a charming estate situated on a romantic
countryside. “| prefer an older home with tons of character,
and this one definitely had that,” says the wife. “We wanted
to maintain its history but make it livable for present day.”
Already familiar with the home, architect Austin
DePree had lived there with his family before selling
it to the current owners, and during his time there, he
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had drawn up plans for an addition that included a large
Kitchen adjacent to a casual living area and dining room,
a basement guest suite and a renovated staircase. “The
ground floor of the house had a compact plan, which
worked for the three of us,” says DePree. “But with a second
child on the way, we were running out of space.” So, when
the architect and his wife decided to forgo a revamp and
instead move, the current owners—with whom the architect
had collaborated on their previous Chicago house—chose
to proceed with DePree’s addition plans. Paschke became
involved during the extensive renovation and suggested
that the woodwork throughout be painted a high-gloss white
and the front door and stairs a high-gloss black. According
to Paschke, these modifications highlight the home’s many
architectural details.

The new addition plans also aimed to take advantage
of the vistas. “| wanted to introduce as much glass as
possible and bring the surrounding ravine environment
into the living spaces,” says DePree, who worked with

Above: Designer Shelley Johnstone
Paschke anchored the sitting room
of this North Shore home with chairs
wearing fabric by Mary McDonald
for Schumacher. A Serena & Lily
console wrapped in woven raffia
adds texture. Sconces from Circa
Lighting illuminate the space.

Opposite: Architect Austin DePree,
along with builders Dan Schmidt
and David Haegeland, was careful
to seamlessly weave the home’s
L-shaped addition to the original
house. In the front courtyard,
landscape architect John Mariani
planted containers with boxwood.




Paul Lange’s Chloe photograph
makes a statement in the living room.
Here, Paschke grouped together
Louis XVI-style armchairs upholstered
in Old World Weavers fabric from Stark
and an Edward Ferrell + Lewis Mittman
slipper chair clad in Groundworks’
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David Hicks by Ashley Hicks textile
fabric for Quadrille and Samuel &
Sons bullion fringe. The coffee table
was purchased through Wisteria.

from Lee Jofa. A custom ottoman
is covered in an Alan Campbell
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"W WANTED THIEE HOUSE TO B
ELEGANT WHILE STILL KEEPING
I'l" COMFORTABLIE.”

-SHELLEXY JOHNSTONE PASCHKE

256 / LUXESOURCE.COM

)
1
:
:
!
_':‘_
i
:
E
:
§

A
it e ettt et i P

Opposite: In the kitchen, Vau
cabinetry fabricated by LA

Below: Overlooking the back terrace, Jonathan Adler’s Scalinatella brass-base table features a Carrara marble
top In the breakfast area. Chinese mahogany Chippendale armchairs, purchased through Charlotte & lvy,
feature cushions swathed in a John Robshaw Textiles fabric from John Rosselli & Associates.




Farrow & Ball's Lotus wallpaper
covers the foyer wallis. Brass
touches, including Vaughan
table lamps and a bench from
Jayson Home, complement an

Oly waterfall console and garden
stools from One Kings Lane. The

owners purchased the black-
and-white photograph in Italy.
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project manager Keith Labutta. Builders Dan Schmidt
and David Haegeland also tackled the project; the pair
had teamed up with the architect on previous additions
to the house. “The trick about remodeling and additions
is making the new area feel like it's part of the original
house,” Schmidt says. According to DePree, uniting both
new and old components was key. “With any historic
renovation, it's important to maintain complementary finish
materials, trim profiles and casework details throughout,”
he says. “When adding on to an existing home, the scale
and overall quality of rooms need to feel connected. We
approached the project with these goals in mind and were
able to seamlessly weave the new spaces into the old”
Once the renovation was complete, Paschke paired
existing furnishings with new elements designed to make
the home feel fresh and young. For example, the living
room’s bookcases pop with a blush color from Benjamin
Moore, while a zebra-patterned rug in the study adds
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a graphic note. Details such as lacquered ceilings—
executed by DiVinci Painters—and grass-cloth wallpaper
coordinate with acquisitions from travels, auctions and
antiquing, while a mix of fabrics adds interest. In addition,
the blue tones became a unifying cue along with a few
unexpected pattern twists. “The wife is conservative

but also wanted to have some fun,” Paschke says.
Wood breakfast chairs, for instance, are enlivened with
blue-patterned seats, and a powder room pops with
navy lacquered walls. In turn, the foyer’'s eye-catching
wallpaper and a ceramic garden stool from New York’s
Treillage in the study add surprising touches.

The designer also balanced formal pieces with more
casual ones, creating a modern yet timeless and elegant
look. Vintage Louis XVI-style armchairs in the living
room were updated with white lacquer and upholstered
in navy velvet to temper blush accents drawn from a
peony photograph, while a linen sofa and custom sisal

A Laurie Victor Kay photograph sets
a calming tone in the family room.
Two custom armchairs are covered
in Martyn Lawrence Bullard fabric
from Holland & Sherry. Paschke
designed the ottoman, which
features a C&C Milano textile. The
Edward Ferrell + Lewis Mittman sofa,
dressed in a Schumacher material,
sits between vintage side tables
from Anna’s Mostly Mahogany.
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On the spacious bluestone-clad
back terrace, a dining table and
chairs from Restoration Hardware’s
Klismos collection take center stage.
Mariani created built-in planters
that are softened by hydrangeas
and a Royal Star magnolia tree. The
beveled-cedar siding was painted
to match the white-brick facade.



rug dial down the formality. Furthermore, the wife trusted
Paschke to recommend forgiving fabrics and family-friendly
furnishings. “I didn’t want to live in a house with rooms that
couldn’t be used,” says the wife. “| wanted everything to
be inviting.” To this end, a durable upholstered ottoman
grounds the family room, and the study’s leather sofa is
easy to clean. “The family wanted their home to be pretty
but livable,” Paschke says. Additionally, a feminine crystal-
and-brass chandelier in the dining room is a glamorous
counterpoint to the owners’ masculine wood table and
side chairs. “That juxtaposition creates depth,” Paschke
says. “The furnishings in every room play off of one
another, and pieces can be easily moved around.”
Echoing the cohesiveness of the furnishings inside,
the back of the home—which is clad in beveled-cedar
siding—was painted to blend with the white-brick facade,
and new windows extend the indoors to the outside.
A bluestone-clad terrace, with multiple points of access,
creates the feeling of an outdoor room. “The ravine takes
up at least one-third of the property, but it's a beautiful
feature to take advantage of,” says landscape architect
John Mariani, who created an arched boxwood hedge
that grounds the rear view to the woodlands and acts
as a buffer from the more formal terrace, which includes
large planters featuring hydrangeas and perennials in the
surrounding beds. “When the kids are on the patio, | can
see them in almost any room,” says the wife. “And when
we entertain, the whole house feels like an indoor-outdoor
space.” But what she loves most about the home is the
history and true character that has been preserved. LE
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In the cozy master bedroom, a
bed is dressed in John Matouk
& Co. linens from April’s Linens
and positioned on a rug from
Carpet Colors. Bungalow 5 side
tables sport lamps purchased
through Lamps Plus. The

bench is from Samlesbury

| - Hall. A lantern from One Kings

Lane illuminates the scene.




